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1 

WORDS, WORDS, WORDS 
 
SETTING — The High Court of Public Opinion and Discourse. 
 
CHARACTERS — LANGUAGE COMMISSIONER, male or female, any age. 
 
AT RISE — LANGUAGE COMMISSIONER is holding court. 
 

 
  LANGUAGE COMMISSIONER 
Honored judges, esteemed members of the High Court of 
Public Opinion and Discourse, I would like to file a motion 
that we dismiss the following words from the English 
language, effective immediately. 
 (refers to a notepad) 
Snub: one thinks of a snub-nosed dog like a Pug or Boston 
Terrier, but as a verb it sounds as small and petty as the 
person doing the alleged “snubbing” and should never be 
used in this way, God help us all;  
Nosh: is it not enough to “dine” or even “eat”? “Nosh” implies 
that the base but necessary act of masticating and then 
swallowing your food grants you a desirable social status of 
some kind;  
Amuse, amuses, and/or amusing: like “nosh,” only a person 
of shallow joy could find something “amusing.” “Amusing” is 
to merely dip one’s toes, perhaps ironically, in the deep pool 
of human experience, and I personally shouldn’t like to know 
such a character;  
Nom: as in “nomination” or “nom nom nom.” Both are 
detestable;  
Decadent: this refers to the sweetness of decay, but has 
been used for some time now to describe the relative 
deliciousness of premium coffee concoctions. To find a thing 
“decadently delicious” is to savor the rot of society and 
should be used only in that sense, if at all;  
Scrumptious: unless one is a cartoon character intended for 
a very young audience it is not permissible to describe 
something as “scrumptious.” It is too cute, too precious. The 
aforementioned cartoon characters have also been put on 
notice... 
 (turns a page; dispassionately:) 
gypped, feminazi, jewed, bitch, faggot, nigger, and 
cunt, for numerous reasons that should be self-evident;  
oh... and, please forgive my indelicacy, but: slurp. Everyone 
is meant to be slurping his or her ramen noodles now as if 
the image or sound that invokes could ever be appetizing. 
Well, it is not. 
 (beat) 
It’s just not. Thank you. 
 
  END OF PLAY. 


