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THE GROUP INTERVIEW 
 
SETTING — A half-circle of chairs. 
 
CHARACTERS — INTERVIEWEE, female, and INTERVIEWERS 1, 2, and 3, male or 
female. Please feel free to alter genders and pronouns. 
 
AT RISE — INTERVIEWEE is dressed business formal, and the INTERVIEWERS range 
business casual to extremely casual. They are all seated, ready to begin. 
 

 
  INTERVIEWER 1 
So I know these group interview situations can be kind of 
awkward, but we’re friendly here, I promise. 
 

Nervous laughter. 
 
  INTERVIEWEE 
Oh good. Well you seem friendly! 
 
  INTERVIEWER 1 
So do you.  
 
  INTERVIEWEE 
Thank you! 
 
  INTERVIEWER 3 
 (indicating INTERVIEWER 2) 
He’s not, though. 
 
  INTERVIEWER 2 
Nope. 
 
  INTERVIEWEE 
 (playing along) 
Aw, I’m sure that’s not true. 
 
  INTERVIEWER 2 
No, it is very true. I’m prettier than I am nice. And I’m not that 
pretty. 
 

THE INTERVIEWERS chuckle.  
 
  INTERVIEWER 2 
 (still intense) 
I’m joking. 
 

INTERVIEWEE, deeply uncomfortable, 
just smiles. 
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  INTERVIEWER 1 
Okay... well I’ll just start. If you suddenly found yourself in 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings Trilogy, which character 
would you be and why? 
 
  INTERVIEWEE 
Oh! Um. Hm. Well that’s a very good question. I actually, 
hope this doesn’t disqualify me, ha ha, but I only saw the 
most recent one. With the dragon. 
 
  INTERVIEWER 3 
Actually, The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug is not part of 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings Trilogy. Neither is The 
Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey. 
 
  INTERVIEWEE 
Oh. Well... the elf was in the other ones, right? 
 
  INTERVIEWER 2 
Which elf. 
 
  INTERVIEWER 3 
Obviously she’s referring to Legolas or Galadriel.  
 
  INTERVIEWEE 
The guy elf. 
 
  INTERVIEWER 2 
His name is Legolas Greenleaf. “The guy elf.” 
 
  INTERVIEWER 1 
...So, why Legolas? 
 
  INTERVIEWEE 
 (flailing) 
Uh, he’s... very good with a bow...? And he’s obviously 
wearing contacts, which I also do...  
 (starting to remember) 
And he has a lot of responsibility; he has to balance many 
different obligations, which is something I am very 
comfortable doing. In fact, at my previous job, where I was 
tasked with managing— 
 
  INTERVIEWER 2 
Are you a racist? 
 
  INTERVIEWEE 
...What?! 
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  INTERVIEWER 2 
In the movie you’re referring to, Legolas is very much a 
racist. A raging elf supremacist, you could even say. Are 
those qualities you also share?  
 
  INTERVIEWER 3 
Well, but wait. He hated dwarves at the beginning of 
Fellowship, too.  

 
  INTERVIEWER 2 
Yeah, briefly! But in Desolation he’s elf Hitler.  
 
  INTERVIEWER 1 
 (to INTERVIEWEE) 
Bet you didn’t expect to talk about Hitler at this interview, 
huh? 
 
  INTERVIEWEE 
 (deer in headlights) 
...Nope! 
 
  INTERVIEWER 2 
He totally was, though... 
 
  INTERVIEWER 1 
Let’s move on. We’ll mark you down as “Legolas, pre-
Fellowship.”  
 

THE INTERVIEWERS all make a note. 
 
  INTERVIEWER 1 (cont.) 
Next question? 
  
  INTERVIEWER 3 
Let’s say you’re in an impossible situation. An army of Uruk-
hai at the gates, so to speak. Do you ride out to meet your 
enemy, or hold fast for as long as you’re able? 
 
  INTERVIEWEE 
Um... 
 
  INTERVIEWER 3 
 (intent) 
And... why? 
 
  INTERVIEWEE 
...Well, I feel it’s best to confront a problem head on. I’ve 
found that when you’re proactive about addressing an 
issue— 
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  INTERVIEWER 3 
Wait. Wait wait wait. So you would just ride out and attack an 
entire army of Uruk-hai?   
 
  INTERVIEWEE 
Sorry, what are Uruk—? 
 
  INTERVIEWER 2 
Doesn’t matter. 
 
  INTERVIEWEE 
I would... confront the Uruk... hai... before they became a 
bigger problem later. 
 

THE INTERVIEWERS chuckle 
knowingly. 

 
  INTERVIEWER 1 
I’d say they’re a pretty big problem already!  
 
  INTERVIEWER 2 
Yeah, really not gonna get much bigger than this...! 
 
  INTERVIEWEE 
...But they’re not going to be a smaller problem later, right...? 
 

THE INTERVIEWERS look at each 
other, puzzled. 

 
  INTERVIEWER 2 
That’s... true... 
 
  INTERVIEWER 3 
 (making a note) 
“Ride out and meet the army head on.” Maybe you should 
have picked Aragorn! 
 

THE INTERVIEWERS agree, ad lib. 
 
  INTERVIEWEE 
Maybe...! 
 
  INTERVIEWER 1 
So do you have any questions for us? 
 
  INTERVIEWEE 
 (trying to make an effort) 
Are you guys familiar with the Harry Potter series? I’ve read 
all of those. 
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  INTERVIEWER 2 
...Yes, we’re familiar. 
 
  INTERVIEWEE 
Which character would you be, and why? 
 

Long, uncomfortable silence. 
 
  INTEVIEWER 2 
Wow. 
 
  INTERVIEWER 1 
I’m sorry, but this is clearly not going to be a good fit. 
 
  INTERVIEWER 2 
“Harry Potter”!  
 
  INTERVIEWEE 
...What did I say? 
 
  INTERVIEWER 3 
It’s fine for you, miss, whatever you want to do in your spare 
time. But that’s not what we’re about here.  
 
  INTERVIEWER 1 
We hold ourselves to a different standard. 
 
  INTERVIEWEE 
...How about Star Trek? 
 
  INTERVIEWER 3 
The original series or—? 

 
  INTERVIEWEE 
I... think it was Star Trek: Enterprise? 
 
  INTERVIEWER 3 
Please leave. Now. 
 
  INTERVIEWER 2 
THANK YOU...! 
 

INTERVIEWEE exits. 
 
  INTERVIEWER 1 
...Uinen’s tears, what a fucking nerd! 
 

ALL laugh. 
 
  END OF PLAY. 


