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SPORTS! 
 
SETTING — Either a living room or a bar. 
 
CHARACTERS — NOT A FAN and SUPERFAN, any genders, any ages.  
 
AT RISE — NOT A FAN and SUPERFAN are enjoying drinks while watching the game 
on TV. NOT A FAN is visibly bored and uncomfortable. 

 
  NOT A FAN 
Ugh. 
 
  SUPERFAN 
What? 
 
  NOT A FAN 
Nothing. I just hate sports. 
 
  SUPERFAN 
You hate sports? 
 
  NOT A FAN 
Big time. 
 
  SUPERFAN 
Baseball too? 
 
  NOT A FAN 
…You are referring to the sport of baseball? 
 
  SUPERFAN 
…Yeah. 
 
  NOT A FAN 
Then yes. 
 
  SUPERFAN 
Okay, I can understand not liking some of them—like, 
soccer? Fuck that—but all sports? 
 
  NOT A FAN 
All of them. I was just born without that particular 
chromosome. 
 
  SUPERFAN 
Come on. 
 
  NOT A FAN 
No, really. It’s a whole medical thing. 
 (SUPERFAN doesn’t buy it) 
Okay, fine. There’s a bunch of reasons.  
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  SUPERFAN 
You don’t understand the rules. 
 
  NOT A FAN 
No, I get most of them.  
 
  SUPERFAN 
What’s it mean when someone strikes out on a full count? 
 
  NOT A FAN 
Oh yeah, no fucking idea.  
 
  SUPERFAN 
So maybe if you learned all the— 
 
  NOT A FAN 
No, because I don’t care. Watching this is boring. What the 
hell is at stake? Doesn’t this happen every single year? 
 
  SUPERFAN 
Our team is in the playoffs! That absolutely does not happen 
every year. 
 
  NOT A FAN 
They’re not our team. They have nothing to do with us. Did 
any of them even grow up here? 
 
  SUPERFAN 
Okay. 
 
  NOT A FAN 
No, I’m serious. It’s this tribal thing that drives me crazy. Us 
versus them. Our team beat your team. “Yankees suck!” is 
synonymous with “Go Sox.” What is that? 
 
  SUPERFAN 
Sore losers? 
 
  NOT A FAN 
But it’s everywhere. People get really angry. Violent. In 2004 
they flipped cars and set shit on fire just because the Red 
Sox won the World Series.  
 
  SUPERFAN 
Yeah, well. 
 
  NOT A FAN 
A girl from my college got shot in the eye with a rubber 
bullet. She died. 
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  SUPERFAN 
Okay, this took a turn.  
 
  NOT A FAN 
You asked. My point is that these games bring out some 
ugly, violent shit in people. And all the conflict in the world 
right now. 
 
  SUPERFAN 
ALL THE CONFLICT IN THE—! 
 
  NOT A FAN 
Yeah! These endless wars and the— 
 
  SUPERFAN 
I know you’re not blaming the fact that there’s war on sports! 
 
  NOT A FAN 
No, but don’t you think there’d be less conflict in the world if 
our favorite pastime wasn’t WE’RE GOING TO BEAT YOU 
but maybe something a little more… collaborative? 
 
  SUPERFAN 
Alright there, Sesame Street. 
 
  NOT A FAN 
Maybe I’m corny but I’m not wrong. 
 
  SUPERFAN 
You’re wicked corny and you are wrong.  
 
  NOT A FAN 
How am I wrong? 
 
  SUPERFAN 
Oh God. I don’t know! Maybe people are just competitive, 
and sports are a constructive way to work that out. Ever 
think about that? 
 
  NOT A FAN 
Like a constructive riot?  
 
  SUPERFAN 
Not every game ends in a riot. 
 
  NOT A FAN 
Some do. What about Manchester United? Don’t their fans 
riot after every single game? 
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  SUPERFAN 
I am not going to answer for Manchester United. Besides, 
that’s soccer and I believe I have already expressed my 
feelings on that. 

 
  NOT A FAN 
I am making my point like all over the place and you can’t 
even admit it. 
 
  SUPERFAN 
Sports are just fun, man! Yes, sometimes people do dumb, 
stupid shit. Yes, it’s narrow-minded to hate Yankee fans just 
because I live in Boston. Yes, it’s tribal. But tribal can be 
good, too, can’t it? It’s a community. It’s a common language 
that most people speak. I can use it to make friends with 
someone I didn’t know five minutes ago. That’s a good thing, 
right? 
 
  NOT A FAN 
Why can’t you talk about… I don’t know… theatre? 
 
  SUPERFAN 
 (almost choking on drink) 
THEATRE?! 
 
  NOT A FAN 
…Or whatever. Something creative, and earnest, where 
we’re rooting for everyone to succeed. 
 
  SUPERFAN 
“Theatre.” Oh wow. 
 
  NOT A FAN 
Or literary fiction. Or contemporary art. 
 
  SUPERFAN 
These are all terrible examples. 
 
  NOT A FAN 
Why? 
 
  SUPERFAN 
They’re super boring! And expensive! 
 
  NOT A FAN 
How much is a ticket to Fenway these days? 
 
  SUPERFAN 
It’s free on the TV. 
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  NOT A FAN 
And those things are not boring!  
 
  SUPERFAN 
Okay, fine. Contemporary art is hilarious. The rest are 
boring. 
 
  NOT A FAN 
They’re only boring because you don’t understand them! 
 
  SUPERFAN 
You don’t like sports because you don’t understand them! 
 
  NOT A FAN 
…Maybe that’s partially true! 
 
  SUPERFAN 
It is true! 
 
  NOT A FAN 
It’s also true that we’d have fewer wars if people loved 
reading like they love sports. 
 
  SUPERFAN 
Oh my God it is not. 
 
  NOT A FAN 
Yes it is! The act of reading fiction teaches you how to 
empathize with other people. If you can see things from a 
stranger’s point of view you’re probably not going to attack 
them the second they piss you off. Maybe you’ll try to find a 
better solution. 
 
  SUPERFAN 
You’re pissing me off and I’m not attacking you. 
 
  NOT A FAN 
That’s because I could take you and you know it. 
 
  SUPERFAN 
Like hell. 
 
  NOT A FAN 
Bring it. 
 

NOT A FAN braces for an arm-wrestling 
match. SUPERFAN groans and then 
follows suit. 

 
  SUPERFAN 
Three… two… 



 

6 

They arm wrestle. NOT A FAN beats 
SUPERFAN pretty quickly. 

 
  NOT A FAN 
 (a victory dance) 
Oh! Oh…!  
 
  SUPERFAN 
Congrats.  
 
  NOT A FAN 
Thank you. 
 
  SUPERFAN 
Feels pretty good to win, doesn’t it? 
 
  NOT A FAN 
It really does. Like a warm blanket. 
 
  SUPERFAN 
 (mimes shooting a basketball) 
Point, and game. 
 
  NOT A FAN 
…What point? 
 (beat) 
Oh. 
 
  SUPERFAN 
So having a full count means that you’re at bat with two 
strikes and three balls. Do you know what a balk is? 
 
  NOT A FAN 
 (miserable) 
No… 
 
  SUPERFAN 
It’s when the pitcher starts to pitch and then stops. Now a 
forced out is when you… 
 
  END OF PLAY. 


