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DAVE RAMSEY WEPT 
 
SETTING — A large tank, or a theatrical representation of rising water. 
 
CHARACTERS — A BORROWER of loans.  
 
AT RISE — BORROWER is submerged up to the neck. 
 

 
BORROWER 

It wasn’t my first choice to borrow so much money, but they 
say student debt is “good debt.” The interest is low, and if I 
can consolidate at a good rate then I can keep that interest 
low for the fifteen or thirty years it takes me to repay them.  

 
Water begins to rise. 

 
BORROWER (cont.) 

I got my first credit card because you basically have to. I 
want a family someday, and that means a house, and that 
means a mortgage, which also means I need great credit. 
The APR is 20.99% after the first six months, but I only put 
the essentials on it. Plus: I get points. 

 
Water continues to rise. 

 
BORROWER (cont.) 

A lot of people laughed at me, buying a new car instead of 
used. Until all of them with used cars had to start pouring 
thousands into repairs. Are you kidding me? I don’t have that 
kind of money! My student loan payments are like a second 
rent. But I need a job to pay off this debt, and I need the car 
to get to the job. The payments are killing me, but the fuel 
economy is insane, and it never breaks down. 

 
Water is over BORROWER’s head. 

 
BORROWER (cont.) 

(treading water) 
I didn’t plan to get the second credit card—it came in the 
mail, preapproved and interest-free for a full year. Meanwhile 
I’m getting eaten alive by my other card, so I figured... 
mathematically, it makes sense. Put all my payments on this 
new card, buy myself some room to breathe, and by the time 
I have to start paying off this one, I’ll actually have the 
means to do so. 
 

Water continues rising. BORROWER struggles to remain afloat. 
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BORROWER (cont.) 
I met someone. And we want to start a family, but not until 
we’re settled in a house. An apartment is no place for 
children—lead paint and asbestos and who knows. And do 
you know how much money 20% down is? Tens of 
thousands of dollars. There’s no way! Not unless I trip over a 
pile of large, unmarked bills. But this rent every month is 
absurd—more than a mortgage payment would be. And 
where does it all go? I’d rather be building something for my 
family than paying off someone else’s mortgage. So I’m 
going to take out a second loan for the down payment, and 
finally we can start living. Once we’re settled we can really 
buckle down and get serious about digging ourselves out of 
this debt.  
 

Water is nearly at the top now. BORROWER is just barely nose and mouth 
above it. 

 
BORROWER (cont.) 

Yeah, times are tough, but you know what? I’m optimistic. 
This is just the decade we’re in. They’ll figure something out 
and things will turn around. You’ll see. Hold your breath and 
swim—we’re going to be okay. It’ll all come out in the wash. 
 

BORROWER takes a deep breath and goes under. 
 

END OF PLAY. 


