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CRASS AND CLASS 101 
 
SETTING — A college classroom. 
 
CHARACTERS — PROFESSOR and a dozen or more college freshmen.  
 
AT RISE — PROFESSOR checks time, then addresses the students. 
 

 
PROFESSOR 

Hi, and welcome to Intro to College Writing! My name is 
Professor Michaels. Actually, just call me Brian. Actually, 
probably not the tone I want to set, huh? Too informal. You’ll 
walk all over me. Let’s stick with Professor Michaels. 

(beat) 
So! Intro to College Writing. You’re here because the scoring 
committee placed you into the difficulty you’re currently at, 
not the one you’re ready to attempt. You will find this class 
extremely boring, but it is a prerequisite, so be nice to me 
and I’ll try to be nice to you. 

(sees a hand raised) 
Yes, inappropriately dressed attractive co-ed? 
 

FEMALE STUDENT 
I think I might be in the wrong class. 
 

PROFESSOR 
I think you’re wrong.  
 

FEMALE STUDENT 
Excuse me? 
 

PROFESSOR 
You carry yourself in a way that suggests you’re not a 
complete idiot, so that you ended up here and not English I 
is probably a bit of a blow to you. But unless you’re gunning 
for a degree in, like, Liberal Arts... 

(laughs until tears come out) 
Sorry, sorry. Hoooo. Okay, gotta... pull myself together here. 
Eh heh heh heh heeeeh...! 

(beat) 
Right. Unless you want a degree in something like that, 
you’re going to be grateful for the easy “A” you’ll receive 
here.  
 

FEMALE STUDENT 
I am majoring in Liberal Arts. Creative Writing, actually. 
 

PROFESSOR 
Oh wow! How fun. You are definitely in the wrong class.  
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FEMALE STUDENT 
Uh, okay. Thanks. 
 

She gathers her things and leaves. 
 

PROFESSOR 
Figures it would be the cutest.  

(beat) 
So that’s why you’re here. Why am I here? I am so glad you 
didn’t ask! This semester we’ll be covering basic shit you 
probably already know. If you don’t know it, it’s because you 
didn’t learn it before and you’re probably not going to learn it 
here. You either have a learning disability or are lazy. BUT I 
AM NOT JUDGING! I still don’t understand grammar. Don’t 
ask me any grammar questions. I’m useless! “Fortunately,” 
however, no part of the application process involved a test of 
my knowledge. 

(sees raised hand) 
Yes? 
 

MALE STUDENT 
Why are you here? 
 

PROFESSOR 
Ah, our first real victim. Tread carefully, or I shall destroy you 
as an example to the others. Why am I here? Because I 
have to be—same reason as you. Now— 
 

MALE STUDENT 
I mean, why did you want to teach? It doesn’t seem like 
you’re really into it. 
 

PROFESSOR 
You’re not nearly as dumb as you look. Goodness, boy. Why 
did I want to teach? Clearly because I abhor paid vacation 
and sick time, but not nearly as much as I detest job 
security. Paychecks? Better not give me one more than once 
a month—I’ll only spend it on hookers and blow. Does that 
answer your question at all? 
 

MALE STUDENT 
No, but I am definitely in the right class. 
 

PROFESSOR 
This is your first lesson. The world doesn’t work like you 
think it should. It does the minimum necessary to conserve 
energy. It’s not looking out for you. You’re not owed a thing: 
not an education or a job or a happy life. It is wholly up to 
you to carve these things out of the stuff you find along the 
way.  

(beat) 
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PROFESSOR (cont.) 
Any more questions? 
 

There are none. 
 

PROFESSOR (cont.) 
Good. Let’s start carving... 
 

END OF PLAY. 


